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HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS WIN $4,000 AT SCHOLASTIC OLYMPICS 

COLLEGE PARK, Md. – Eleanor Roosevelt High School students dominated the 7
th
 Annual 

Scholastic Olympics Saturday (5/6) at the College Park Aviation Museum but a Northwestern 

High School sophomore won the first place award in math. 

 

     Rekik Ziku of Northwestern claimed the top $500 prize and gold medal in the Jeopardy-style, 

math-a-thon that focuses on arithmetic, algebra, geometry, calculus and potpourri. 

 

     “That girl has a gift; she’s certainly gifted,” said Jake Scott, the math-a-thon moderator who is 

the Math Department Chairman at Francis L. Cardozo Education Campus in Washington, D.C. 

     “She was spitting those answers out in record time. That was phenomenal. She did a fantastic 

job. I was super impressed with that young lady.” 

 

     Students competing in math, Oratory/speech, U.S. history and spelling each win $500 for first 

place, $300 for second and $200 for third place. Students are allowed to compete in two 

categories. 

 

     Spelling was the first contest. Marvellous Ogunsola, a 9
th
 grader at Roosevelt, won first place 

in spelling, while Parkdale sophomore Sarah Awana claimed second and Flower’s junior Linda 

Uzoma, third.  Roosevelt seniors Katherine York and Dagmawi Sirak won first and second 

places in the U.S. History competition, while Daisy Noel of Largo claimed third place. 

 

     Caleb Clark, a homeschooled youngster who won third place in speech last year, took home 

the top prize in speech this year. Roosevelt senior Jordan Epps came in second, while Sirak 

collected his second medal, winning a bronze for third place. 

 

     Math is considered the flagship competition. Alexander Rauda, a Parkdale senior who won 

first place in U.S. history last year, won second place in math. Uzoma raked up a second win 

coming in third place in math. 

 

     “For the most part, these students did not do a lot of writing to come up with their answers,” 

said Aravia Holloman, a math-a-thon judge who works as a computer analyst for a federal 

agency in the District of Columbia. “They were calculating in their heads. I thought it was 

commendable.” 
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The College Park Aviation Museum hosted the 7
th
 annual quadrathlon for the third 

straight year. Councilwoman Mary A. Lehman kicked off the event with inspiring words for the 

students, parents and community leaders. She encouraged the students not only to do their best in 

the competitions but to encourage each other along the way. 

 As a County Council member, Lehman, a graduate of Roosevelt High School, has 

previously chaired the Transportation, Housing and the Environment Committee and pursued her 

commitment to the environment and good government through county and state legislation. She 

is a champion of a strong public education system. 

 

Northwestern High School’s Color Guard opened the event, for the fourth straight year, 

with sure-footed precision in the newly opened Airport Operations building. Myriam Martin, a 

senior at Laurel High School, performed The National Anthem on the violin.  

 

Partnering with Scholastic Olympics this year was the High Bridge Foundation, Inc., a 

nonprofit organization focused on empowering young people from underserved communities in 

the Metro Washington area. Foundation President Mayumi Hairston Escalante and Mencie Y. 

Hairston, M.Ed., Founder & Executive Director, presented checks for the first, second and third 

place winners in the U.S. History category. 

 

Mencie Hairston established High Bridge Foundation, Inc. with her husband, Dr. Ernest 

E. Hairston, in February, 2012. The High Bridge Foundation is most known for its scholarship 

program, which has awarded $27,500 in scholarships to high school graduates from underserved 

communities – new immigrants, adoptees, disabled persons and others – to support their post-

secondary education in trade schools, community colleges, colleges or universities 

 

Scholastic Olympic organizers, Tamara M. Cooke Henry, Ph.D., and her daughters, 

Tiffany and Charisse, are Prince George’s County residents who have a Memorandum of 

Understanding with the Prince George’s County Public Schools, and are working in 

collaboration with Parks & Recreation M-NCPPC. 

 

 

FOLLOWING ARE RESULTS: 
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SPEECH SPELLING U.S. HISTORY MATH 

1st Place 

Caleb Clark, homeschooled  

 

1st Place 

Marvellous Ogunsola. 

Roosevelt 

 freshman 

1st Place 

Katherine York, Roosevelt 

 senior 

1st Place 

Rekik Ziku, Northwestern  

sophomore 

    

2nd Place 

Jordan Epps, Roosevelt  

senior 

2nd Place 

Sarah Awang, Parkdale 

sophomore 

2nd Place 

Dagmawi Sirak, Roosevelt 

senior 

2nd Place 

Alexander Rauda, Parkdale 

senior 

    

3rd Place 

Dagmawi Sirak, Roosevelt  

senior 

3rd Place 

Linda Uzoma, Flowers 

junior 

3rd Place 

Daisy Noel Ndofor, Largo 

3rd Place 

Linda Uzoma, Flowers 

junior 

 


